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By Kailan Manandic
news@cwuobserver.com | @KailanManandic
J a m e s 
Mattis, a 
graduate 
of  CWU’s 
class of  
1 9 7 1 , 
r e c e n t l y 
took on 
his new 
role as the 
U.S. Sec-
retary of  
Defense. 
Last Fri-
day, the CWU Board of  Trustees hon-
ored the alumnus in this position as the 
head of  the U.S. Department of  Defence.
President Trump nominated Mattis to 
serve as the top U.S. civilian military of-
fi cial last December and was sworn in on 
Jan. 20, after a nearly unanimous confi r-
mation by the U.S. senate.
Mattis served as a Marine Corps gen-
eral until 2013 when he retired. Two 
years earlier he addressed CWU’s class 
of  2011, 40 years after his own.
Mattis is now second only to President 
Trump in military authority and as with 
much of  Trump’s administration, Mattis 
has faced scrutiny since he’s assumed of-
fi ce.
According to the Washington Post, 
Sen. Tammy Duckworth (D-Ill.) ques-
tioned Mattis on how he could stand by 
as Trump signed the controversial travel 
ban last Friday.
Rep. Seth Moulton (D-Mass.) defend-
ed Mattis saying that “there is no way in 
hell that he is supportive of  this,” accord-
ing to MSNBC.
Additionally, The New York Times 
reported that Mattis didn’t see a fi nal 
version of  the order until hours before 
Trump signed it.
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CWU water polo swims 
through pool repairs
Read on page 12
By Ray Payne
news@cwuobserver.com 
Anxiety and fearfulness sum 
up the feelings of  some CWU 
students on the current political 
climate.
On Monday, CWU President 
James Gaudino released a state-
ment addressing possible con-
cerns for students and faculty.
“Central Washington Univer-
sity welcomes people from all 
walks of  life, from all places on 
earth. We do not judge people 
by the origin of  their birth, but 
by the content of  their charac-
ter,” Gaudino said. “We em-
brace the value of  a community 
enriched by diverse experiences, 
abilities, and cultures.”
The statement given by 
Gaudino referenced the execu-
tive orders signed by President 
Trump last Friday.
One of  the orders, halted all 
immigrant and non-immigrant 
visas from Syria, Iraq, Iran, Lib-
ya, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen.
This led to confusion on cam-
pus, Gaudino said. He also said 
the order did not aff ect any 
CWU employees, but it could 
aff ect one student who the uni-
versity is currently working with 
to clarify their status.
“I have stated before and will 
continue to pledge CWU’s de-
termination to protect the free-
dom and security of  students 
and employees,” said Gaudino. 
“We are a welcoming communi-
ty that places the highest value 
on inclusiveness, free speech and 
the open exchange of  ideas and 
cultures.”
The Friday before Gaudino’s 
statement, CWU International 
posted a video to Youtube, titled 
“#youarewelcomehere,” with 
the same themes as Gaudino’s 
statements on inclusivity.
“Central Washington Uni-
versity happily welcomes over 
500 international students, from 
48 countries,” according to the 
video.
The video, which was also 
posted on Facebook, had com-
ments showing both support 
and skepticism.
CWU: ‘You are welcome here’
By Mitchell Johnson
sports@cwuobserver.com 
@SportsWithMitch
Hitting has never been a 
problem for the CWU baseball 
team (27-23), as they led the 
GNAC last season with a batting 
average of  .312. The Wildcats 
have lost their top three hitters 
in Ryan Atkinson (.382), Reid 
Martinez (.362) and Darren 
Honeysett (.299). 
Pitching was a struggle for the 
Wildcats fi nishing fourth in the 
GNAC with a 5.11 ERA. The 
Wildcats are led by MacKenzie 
Gaul with a 2.13 ERA.
After a disappointing 2015 
season, the softball team 
bounced back in 2016 and fi n-
ished with a 42-17 record. 
The Wildcats were the best 
hitting (.339 batting average), 
pitching (3.10 ERA) and fi elding 
(.968 fi elding percentage) in the 
GNAC last season. 
After winning the GNAC reg-
ular season, the team won the 
GNAC tournament in dramatic 
fashion by sweeping the last four 
games to win. 
The Wildcats clinched and 
won the NCAA West Regional, 
only to lose to NCAA runner-up 
Humboldt State in the Super 
West Regional.
Athletics spring into a new season
CWU alumnus, 
James Mattis, 
sworn in as U.S. 
Secretary of  
Defense
- See stories on pages 10 & 11
- See “Gaudino” page 3
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Every February for the past three years, the CWU Wellness Center 
has put  on the Condom Catwalk,  a fashion show consisting of  gar-
ments made with the contraceptive. 
Amber Kinsey, a junior double majoring in education at the 
middle school level, and humanities, is in charge of  the Condom 
Fashion Show for the fi rst time. 
The 2016 CWU softball team celebrates a home victory last season just 
before moving on to win their third GNAC title in six years.
McKenzie Lakey/The Observer
Jack Lambert/The Observer
- See full story page 6
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us at cwuobserver@gmail.com 
For the past 100 years, Cen-
tral Washington University 
(CWU) has been known for its 
welcoming presence. It’s sort of  
the “brand” of  the university, if  
you will. 
It’s embedded into nearly ev-
ery stitch and fiber of  the uni-
versity. Whether it’s the new 
website design (scheduled to be 
revealed on Feb. 6) which has a 
“Welcome” logo displayed prom-
inently on it, or on the mailers 
that come straight into your 
home, the feeling is meant to be 
encompass you. It’s supposed to 
reassure students that they are 
safe on this campus. 
And yet, during tumultuous 
political times in our nation, 
fear and insecurity are being re-
ignited within many students on 
campus. 
On a campus that strives to 
promote inclusivity and diversi-
ty, students should not feel fear 
as they step outside to go to class 
or buy groceries downtown. 
And while university offi-
cials seem to be doing as much 
as they can in order to quell 
these fears through videos and 
statements, are we really doing 
enough to help each other out? 
As students, do we ever step 
beyond our comfort zone to get 
to know a student whose culture 
may be slightly different than 
ours? Do we intervene when we 
see bigotry or hatred being di-
rected at individuals? Or do we 
simply say, “It’s 2017, these is-
sues don’t really exist anymore,” 
and turn away?
As human beings, we should 
be going out of  our way to 
ensure that each and every in-
dividual on this campus feels 
welcome and loved. This is their 
home for the next four or so 
years just as much as it is mine 
and yours. 
Whether their views slightly 
differ from yours or not, they are 
your fellow students, your fellow 
human beings, and should be 
treated as such. 
I’m a journalism student, so 
naturally my first reaction in just 
about any situation is to protect 
the speech of  an individual, re-
gardless of  their stance in com-
parison to mine.
However, the First Amend-
ment is there as a protection of  
some of  our most beloved rights, 
it is not a shield that you can 
stand behind to spew hateful, 
slanderous statements at anoth-
er human. 
We are blessed to live in a 
country that allows us the free-
doms in which we seem to ig-
nore every day. Abusing these 
rights in no way strengthens our 
nation–it only weakens it further. 
Be cautious and thoughtful as 
you carry yourself  through these 
times, because your actions may 
impact the person next to you 
more than you will ever know.
-McKenzie Lakey, EIC
Deck
Observation
By Jon Olsen-Koziol
News@CWUObserver.com
@CWUObserver
Every strain of  marijuana 
is unique. Some smell sweet, 
while others will smell like 
skunk spray. Some taste like 
fresh cut hay, whereasothers 
have a sweet, citrusy quality. 
What gives marijuana these 
unique profiles? Terpenes.
Terpenes are not specific to 
the marijuana plant, but pres-
ent in many others. Terpenes 
play a specific role for the plant; 
they emit a pungent aroma that 
deters herbivores and attracts 
things that eat herbivores, ac-
cording to Jake Sherman, di-
rector of  nutrient and pesticide 
application for select label, a 
tier-three marijuana grow op-
eration. 
Terpenes are secreted in mar-
ijuana from the same gland that 
THC and CBD come from, 
according to Leafly. Along with 
creating the aromatherapy pro-
files for each strain, each ter-
pene binds and interacts with 
THC and CBD in different 
ways which is called the “entou-
rage effect.” 
Some of  these effects include 
allowing more THC to bind 
to cannabinoid receptors in 
your brain and controlling how 
much THC passes through the 
blood-brain barrier, Sherman 
said. 
There are six common types 
of  terpenes: caryophyllene, 
humulene, linalool, limomene, 
myrcene and pinene. Each one 
has different characteristics and 
flavors. 
Caryophyllene showed to 
voluntarily reduces alcohol 
consumption in mice, and has 
cancer and depression fighting 
properties. 
Humulene also has anti-can-
cer, anti-bacterial and anti-in-
flammatory effects to go with its 
woody tone.
Linalool is a sedative and 
antidepressant and has a floral 
aroma Leafly reports.  
Limomene is the “Inspector 
Gadget” terpene and has a mul-
titude of  functions. It helps with 
depression, stomach and diges-
tion problems, and has anti-bac-
terial and anti-fungal properties. 
It allows other terpenes to be 
absorbed easier through the 
skin and the digestive-track.
Myrcene is a sedative, anal-
gesic and antibiotic and has cit-
rus and musky qualities. 
Pinene is a broncholilator, 
meaning it dilates the lungs and 
decreases restrictions in the air-
way according to Wikipedia. It 
can help neutralize short-term 
memory loss that comes with 
THC and promotes alertness. 
It has a sharp, sweet profile. 
Terpenes are present in all 
weed, but their potency is di-
minished anywhere from 40 to 
70 percent during the curing 
process. Curing simply means 
drying the weed said Blair Col-
lins, a master grower at two 
Rock Farms. 
To save the terpenes, growers 
preserve the moisture content 
when the bud is harvested, then 
put it into a freezer. This is done 
exclusively for buds that will 
become concentrates. Demand 
for terpene-focused products is 
forcing growers to include ter-
pene profiles for not just concen-
trates, but also strains of  flower 
Collins said. 
 High terpene concentrates 
are becoming popular in the 
recreational market because of  
their flavor. 
“They taste so damn good,” 
Sherman said. 
Karen Sakai works at The 
Fire House in Ellensburg, she 
compares the high terpene 
scene to the wine tasting scene, 
where taste and flavor are the 
main objective of  the consumer. 
“It’s all the rage right now,” 
Sakai said. 
High terpene strains take 
more care to extract, so the 
higher the terpene content, the 
higher the price Sakai said. 
Sometimes there is a trade 
off when you have high ter-
pene content, and that’s a lower 
THC levels. There can be more 
flavor than effect, but it’s not al-
ways the point to get so high you 
see the devil. 
“I love them, they can really 
set the tone for having a great 
day,” Sherman said. 
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OBSERVER STAFF
Editor-In-Chief
McKenzie Lakey   editor@cwuobserver.com
News Editor
Kailan Manandic   news@cwuobserver.com
Scene Editor
Sarah Hoot   scene@cwuobserver.com
Sports Editor
Mitchell Johnson    sports@cwuobserver.com
Photography Editor
Jack Lambert    photo@cwuobserver.com
Graphic Designer
Taylor Morrell   editor@cwuobserver.com
Faculty Adviser
Cynthia Mitchell adviser@cwuobserver.com
Student Ad Manager
Brita Brongil    advertising@cwuobserver.com
Advertising
Tara Long
Central Washington University 
400 East University Way 
Bouillon Hall 232B
Ellensburg, WA 98926
advertising@cwuobserver.com
Promotions Manager & Ad Representative
Elle Lettengarver    advertising@cwuobserver.com
Weed terpenes have several functions within the marijuana plant. One function is to deter herbivores and attract carnivores to protect the plant.
Jon Olsen-Koziol/The Observer
Copy Desk Chief
Angelica Bartorelli   editor@cwuobserver.com
All about weed Terpenes
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Photo Editor, Jack Lambert, photographs a blood bag atCWU’s quarterly blood drive.
Corrections: On pag three of  issue three, the incorrect headline was printed 
with Sarah Taylor’s story on CWU’s poverty simulation.
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The United States’ total stu-
dent loan debt is $1.26 trillion 
and is rising at a pace of  6 per-
cent annually. Students face an 
average monthly loan payment 
of  $351.
This translates to 5,040 of  the 
most expensive houses in Amer-
ica, 25 million Nike SoCal Air 
Force 1 Supreme Max sneakers 
and about 126 million one carat 
Tiffany diamond rings.  
Student loans allow students 
to focus on their education with 
little to no need for a job, but 
students and families can fall 
into excessive amounts of  debt. 
Some large student loan compa-
nies can even take advantage of  
students. 
Navient, the largest student 
loan servicer in the country, al-
legedly mislead students and 
pressured them into more debt 
than necessary. Washington’s 
Attorney General Bob Ferguson 
is suing Navient for these prac-
tices. 
Navient, which is based in 
Wilmington, Delaware, report-
edly steered financially dis-
tressed students toward short-
term forbearances and engaged 
in aggressive and misleading 
collection tactics.
Anna Nepomuceno from Ta-
coma, Washington accumulat-
ed nearly $90,000 of  debt with 
Navient. Navient issues private 
loans to mostly college students 
attending for-profit schools. 
Rahat Khan, an involved 
mother, took out a student loan 
with Navient for her daughter’s 
education. 
She repaid the last of  the 
$38,000 loan online and said 
she was relieved that her debt 
was finally payed. 
Two years later, Khan re-
ceived several collection calls 
from Navient because she sup-
posedly had various fees that 
had accumulated interest over-
time and left her with a new 
debt of  $11,419. This had ru-
ined Khan’s credit and caused 
her financial distress.
Luke Lee, a CWU junior, uses 
Sallie Mae— Navient’s sister 
corporation— for his student 
loans. He has worked with the 
company for almost two years 
and has not had any issues with 
them. 
“I hope they would make 
their option clearer.”, Lee Said.
Joel Klucking, CWU’s Vice 
President of  Business and Fi-
nancial Affairs, said he agree 
that Navient used deceptive 
loan practices. 
“The behaviors that Navi-
ent has been accused of  doing 
were for for-profit schools. They 
had students that really had no 
chance of  graduating there for 
paying back the loans,” he said. 
“President Gaudino, your 
words perpetuate, propagate 
and promote illegal behavior 
that comes at a cost to Ameri-
can citizens and your students,” 
said Wyatt Spithaler, a commu-
nity member. “Acting as political 
pieces is not your job or the uni-
versity’s.”
This was the theme of  sever-
al comments that criticized the 
university. 
Other comments however, 
supported Gaudino’s statement.
“Thank you for this an-
nouncement for all of  CWU,” 
said Shelby Bryant, a communi-
ty member. 
Some members of  communi-
ty even came out showing com-
passion for students who may be 
afraid.
“If  this is not resolved by this 
summer and you have students 
with green cards, fearful of  re-
turning to their home country 
because they may not be able 
to re-enter for next school year 
… many of  us in the communi-
ty are willing and able to share 
our homes until dorms reopen,” 
said Spring Rae Liles in another 
top comment.
Gaudino ended his statement 
offering students encourage-
ment, and directing them to 
consider contacting their state 
representatives.
“It’s easy to feel helpless when 
change is happening so fast in so 
many places. You are not help-
less. Start by seeking out facts 
and reading widely. Reach out 
to people around you to provide 
support and encouragement,” 
said Gaudino. “In doing so, you 
may be encouraged yourself.”
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Washington sues student 
loan service for deception
Washington State Attorney General Bob Ferguson has been serving since January, 2013.
Courtesy of the Washington State Office of the Attorney General
McKenzie Lakey
Editor@CWUObserver.com
@CWUObserver
It was the era of  bell-bot-
toms and 8-track tapes when 
Scott Drummond first arrived 
as a student at CWU.  Now, af-
ter nearly four decades of  Wild-
cat pride and over 25-years of  
work at CWU, Drummond is 
stepping down from his posi-
tion as director of  campus ac-
tivities. 
Through his years at CWU, 
Drummond has managed to 
bring some of  the most well-
known headliners in the coun-
try to campus. 
Amongst the many includes 
Macklemore, Wayne Brady 
and Phillip Phillips. 
Drummond estimates the 
number of  events that he’s been 
directly involved in over the last 
25 years at over 2,000. One 
event that has flourished under 
Drummond is Monday Movie 
Madness, which he estimates 
to have played to over 75,000 
attendees, making it one of  the 
“most successful college movie 
programs in the country.”
But he isn’t alone in his role 
at CWU. For Drummond it’s 
a family affair, with both his 
wife and their two daughters 
having also worked in student 
programming for the university. 
In honor of  Drummond’s 
years of  service and contribu-
tions to the university, a retire-
ment celebration will be held in 
the SURC Pit on Friday, Feb. 3, 
at 7 p.m. 
Entertainers set to make an 
appearance include the band 
the Seafarers, with special 
guests Tyson Motsenbocker 
and Sarah Grant (Drummond’s 
daughter) also set to perform. 
“I hope I’ve helped elevate 
CWU programming to bring 
national caliber entertainment 
and entertainers, lecturers and 
artists [to CWU],” Drummond 
said, “to show that it is all pos-
sible, even at this little school in 
the middle of  the state.”
Editor’s Note: McKenzie Lakey 
is also a media assistant with the 
Publicity Center, a department  that 
works closely with Campus Activities. 
Bailey Smith
News@CWUObserver.com
@CWUObserver
“The new exciting feature for 
the MyCWU is the Fluid Tech-
nology Platform, we can now 
develop mobile applications for 
the site,” said Charlene Bane, 
the information systems busi-
ness liaison. 
“We are keeping the same 
look and feel, for the most part, 
but adding the mobile ability,” 
Bane said. 
The new and improved site 
allows not only students to en-
gage in tasks, but employees and 
staff members as well. 
The process for updating a 
website is extensive. Bane com-
pared the updating process to 
airplanes being tested. 
“We do what we call tests 
moves, my dad was an engineer 
at Boeing and when they devel-
op an airplane they don’t just 
design it, build it and give it to 
United Airlines. They test it so 
when I go on vacation it doesn’t 
fall out of  the sky,” Bane said. 
“We take our program on 
three “test flights,” with over a 
hundred representatives from 
Human Resources putting data 
into the system to break it with-
in a two-week period,” stated 
Bane. 
This occurs between the 
months of  August up until 
March. Between August and 
November hundreds of  repre-
sentatives from HR are analyz-
ing and creating the design for 
the website, then from Novem-
ber to March the team is work-
ing on configuring and develop-
ing the software. 
You can expect an enhanced 
defensive solutions update, a 
full system integration and a 
fluid technology platform with 
access via mobile device. The 
MyCWU upgrade service in-
terruption will commence on 
Thursday, April 13 at 5 p.m. 
and the site be shut down tem-
porarily. 
Farewell Scott Drummond
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“Gaudino” from page 1
MyCWU gets 
an update next 
spring quarter
Scott Drummond introduces comedian Brian Regan at one of  the many events he scheduled during his time as Director of  Campus Activities.
McKenzie Lakey/The Observer
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CWU has many methods to 
combat underage drinking. 
“We try to catch people early,” 
said Doug Fulp, a health educa-
tor at CWU’s Wellness Center. 
The Wellnes Center pres-
ent at Orientation and Wildcat 
Welcome Weekend to educate 
students before the school year 
starts.  
Associate Dean of  Student 
Living Richard DeShields said 
that there is an effort between 
CWU Housing and the Well-
ness Center with students re-
turning from breaks. 
DeShields also said that they 
try to inform students on ways 
they can stay safe when they see 
an increasing trend of  drinking. 
“Almost all of  our process-
es at the university are to help 
students avoid any of  the legal 
consequences,” DeShields said. 
He also said that legal prob-
lems could affect a student’s ca-
reer. 
“The idea of  us being pro-
active and helping students un-
derstand that their actions have 
consequences, later on, is im-
portant,” he said. 
While DeShields and Fulp 
try to inform students about the 
dangers of  underage drinking, 
so that enforcement is unneces-
sary, they don’t always succeed. 
Mike Luvera, the CWU Po-
lice Chief, said they also edu-
cate young students as. He cit-
ed some statistics from CWU’s 
Annual Security & Fire Safety 
Report, with Statistics for 2014. 
“In 2014, we had 42 liquor 
law arrests. A majority of  those 
are going to be Minor in Pos-
session [but] there is going to 
be some that are over age, but 
they’ve done something in addi-
tion,” Luvera said. 
They typically hand out 
around 20 to 50 citations per 
year because of  their efforts to-
wards students from the start. 
According to the National 
Institute Of  Alcohol Abuse and 
Alcoholism, a study shows near-
ly 60 percent of  college students 
ages 18-22 drank alcohol in the 
past month. CWU’s survey indi-
cated more than 30 percent of  
CWU students do not drink. 
 Luvera said that students do 
not have to worry about punish-
ment if  they are helping their 
friend who needs urgent atten-
tion “due to alcohol overdose” 
if  they are also drinking, accord-
ing to the Good Samaritan Law. 
Luvera said he would like to 
remind students they do not 
have to drink just because they 
are in college. 
“If  you choose to drink and 
you are underage,” Luvera said, 
“you are increasing your risk 
of  having law enforcement in-
volved, getting arrested, going 
through the court system and 
going through Central’s Stu-
dent Code of  Conduct process 
CWU police educate minors on drinking
Recieve a $25 Wildcat Shop gift card with the purchase
 of an iPad® during the month of February 
TM and © 2017 Apple Inc.  All rights reserved
Big or small,
there is an iPad for y♥u
The CWU Wellness Center and the CWU Police Department work together to educate underage students on the dangers of  drinking as a minor, but don’t always succeed.
Photo Illustration by Jack Lambert/The Observer
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The Women’s March on Ya-
kima was an interesting event; 
people were there for many 
diff erent reasons. What I do 
not understand is Planned Par-
enthood and Women’s Rights 
organizations being in the same 
march. Planned Parenthood 
gets rid of  all those women that 
could have made 
a diff erence in 
this world. Hav-
ing one person’s 
rights taken 
away for anoth-
er does not add 
up.
The mom and baby are both 
valuable and should be treated 
as such. Mothers need to be 
informed of  all their options. 
Clinics have been put into place 
so mothers can get the help they 
need if  they cannot aff ord to 
care for a child. I believe giving 
the child up for adoption is a 
valid choice in order to ensure 
they have a chance to live.
Everyone has a choice; a per-
son can choose to sleep with 
someone or not. Whenever you 
sleep with someone there is al-
ways a risk of  getting a disease 
or becoming pregnant. When 
making the decision to be sexu-
ally active, you should be aware 
of  those consequences. 
The fact that babies are being 
ripped out the womb and sold 
for parts makes me sick. This is 
why women need to know that 
there are more choices out there 
besides having a child you can’t 
take care of  or an abortion. 
There are more options than 
those two. You can put the baby 
up for adoption, you can receive 
aff ordable medical assistance 
and even government assistance 
for that matter. 
For  women 
who have had 
abortions, I am so 
sorry you had to 
go through that. 
That must have 
been diffi  cult and 
I hope you know 
that if  you are 
ever in a position where you feel 
the need to make that decision 
again, just know that you do 
have other options.
Life is not something that 
should be taken so lightly. Life 
is precious and worth so much 
more than a drastic decision to 
end a baby’s life. The conse-
quences of  having an abortion 
are far worse than what a wom-
an goes through if  she had the 
baby. Please look into all your 
options before abortion, be-
cause it will be worth it. 
EDITOR: McKenzie Lakey  editor@cwuobserver.com
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By April Porter
April.Porter@cwu.edu 
Inside the mind of a 
pro-life advocate 
Tweets from the streets
Tweet us @cwuobserver
”
“The mom and baby are both valuable, and should be treated as such.
I know what you’re thinking: 
here’s a left-wing, raging femi-
nist who “has nothing to worry 
about” when it comes to their 
rights being at risk-- trust me, 
I’ve heard it all. 
I’d like to say I care, but quite 
frankly, my only concern is the 
future of  women’s reproductive 
rights. At the end of  the day I 
stand fi rmly behind my belief: 
your body, your business.
According to Section I of  the 
14th Amendment of  the Unit-
ed States 
C o n s t i t u -
tion, “No 
State shall 
make or en-
force any law 
which shall 
abridge the 
privileges or 
immunities 
of  citizens...” 
Although the rights and im-
munities are not outlined, the 
topic of  reproductive rights has 
always been at the forefront of  
various arguments regarding 
the amendment. 
Specifi cally concerning the 
reference “due process” in 1973 
Roe v. Wade, a landmark deci-
sion by the U.S. Supreme Court 
extended a woman’s decision 
to abortion, which was deemed 
a fundamental right under the 
constitution just so long as it 
didn’t inhibit potentiality of  hu-
man life. 
Fast-forward 34 years and 
here we are: debating the valid-
ity of  a woman’s right to make 
decisions regarding her own 
body. Let’s get real: what makes 
this logical? 
Think back to a time where 
you didn’t like being told what 
to do… it must be frustrating, 
huh? Now imagine it at a na-
tional level… doesn’t it feel infu-
riating? Being told you shouldn’t 
have basic, fundamental rights 
that your government has sworn 
to protect. 
I’ve heard 
a rg u m e n t s 
such as, “You 
should keep 
your legs 
closed if  you 
don’t want to 
have a baby.” 
Does that 
mean a baby is consequence for 
a moment of  pleasure? 
I don’t see those of  you 
preaching “keep the baby, it’ll 
be worth it,” stepping up and 
considering fostering or adopt-
ing these beautiful children that 
just want to be loved? How is 
that pro-life? 
It seems self-righteous to put 
a label on sexual activity solely 
for the purpose of  pro-creation. 
We’re a free-thinking species, if  
we want to have sex because we 
like it: let those of  us who are 
sexually active enjoy it. 
If  it results in a heart-wrench-
ing moment of  unwanted preg-
nancy, encourage women to 
consider all their options before 
casting judgment. Don’t assume 
that all unwanted pregnancies 
result in a lack of  protection. But 
if  they do, encourage couples to 
seek out additional sexual health 
resources and educate yourself  
on what you don’t know. 
There are plenty of  resourc-
es that provide information on 
abortion, contraceptives, birth 
control—you name it. In fact, 
what most people don’t realize 
is that access to abortions is lim-
ited. 
Only 85 percent of  counties 
have no abortion providers, ac-
cording to Pro-Choice Wiscon-
sin. Keep in mind that there are 
many services off ered by orga-
nizations like Planned Parent-
hood—including those that are 
considered unfavorable. 
The bottom line is, limiting 
the ability for someone to re-
ceive a health service –even one 
you don’t like–is unjust. 
In fact, that statement should 
be common sense and while I 
respect that it may be subjective, 
I’ll leave you with this: women 
who don’t want to have children 
can still have a fulfi lling life and 
if  that includes preventative ac-
tion such as abortion, there’s no 
reason to assume they’re broken 
over their decision.
By Angelica Bartorelli
Angelica.Bartorelli@cwu.edu 
Your body, your business: Why I’m pro-choice
”
“Limiting the ability for some-one to receive a health ser-vice–even one you don’t 
like–is unjust.
Many of  the protestors at the Seattle Women’s March on Saturday, Jan. 21, advocated for women’s reproductive rights. 
Kailan Manandic/The Observer
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Kinsley is working alongside her supervisor Doug Fulp 
and co-workers at the Wellness Center. 
Before coming to CWU, Fulp worked at the University 
of  Montana where the school had its own variation of  
the show. When Fulp came to Ellensburg, he proposed the 
idea of  a condom fashion show to the former school di-
rector and the administration of  CWU. At fi rst they were 
caught off  guard, but once Fulp explained the purpose 
and educational value, he had their full support.
According to Student Fashion Association Advisor An-
drea Eklund, the show is a way for people to get creative 
with fashion. The condoms can be weaved together, glued 
or sewed on so that they dangle off  of  the garment. 
“Everyone’s vision is so diff erent with an unconventional 
item like the condom...it’s fun to see,” Eklund said.
Students can make anything from evening wear, to casu-
al clothes and imaginative costumes.
One year a student made a bathing suit with blue, white 
and purple condoms with peacock-like condom feathers 
protruding from the back. Another made a two-piece skirt 
and top made with  white condoms and a matching set of  
condom wings, much like the ones seen in the annual Vic-
toria’s Secret Fashion Show. Other outfi ts include an or-
ange and white dress, as well as a strapless white condom 
wedding dress complete with a condom bouquet. 
Kaelen Sauriol, a senior double majoring in English lit-
erature and fashion merchandise, is participating in the 
fashion show as a designer.
“It’s like participating in ‘Project Runway,’ [but] with an 
unconventional challenge,” Sauriol said smiling as she ad-
justed her long, orange jacket. “It’ll be a fun thing to try 
out.” 
Sauriol has sketched out her own design for the fashion 
show. She picked out 600 pink condoms for her outfi t and 
plans to make a vinyl tube dress. She also plans to incor-
porate the condom packaging into her dress. Along with 
the condoms, she also bought a white fur coat and plans 
to add condoms to that as well. Sauriol only has two weeks 
to make her dress. 
She crossed her legs and pushed her short blonde hair 
behind her ear, “I think it’s important to talk about safe 
sex. It’s a cool thing to be a part of.” 
Emily Martin, a freshman majoring in apparel, tex-
tiles,and merchandising with a minor in fashion design, is 
Sauriol’s model and this will be her fi rst time participating 
in the show.
According to Martin, she has never walked the runway 
before, but is excited to be a part of  the show.
Martin said she’s glad to participate in the event. “When 
you tell people it’s a condom fashion show, people get re-
ally weird about it. Condoms aren’t weird. [The show] 
sends a message.” 
There will be 14 models walking the runway at the 
Condom Catwalk wearing designs that each have a dis-
tinct message. The audience will get to judge the outfi ts 
for four awards: “Audience Favorite”, “Wellness Staff  Fa-
vorite”, “Most Entertaining” and “Best Message/Overall 
Theme.” 
The Condom Fashion Show will be held in the SURC 
ballroom Feb. 8, and doors will open at 7p.m. and the 
show will start at 8 p.m. 
  
C o n d o m  C at wa l k 
P r o m o t e s  S a f e  S e x
Layout by Taylor Morrell
Top photo by Jack Lambert
Other photos courtesy of Wellness Center
- Continued from page 1
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Red Sand Project decorates campus
 
 
 
FEB. 3, 2017
SURC PIT  7PM
OPEN TO EVERYONE   FREE
Stop by for some great music 
with two of Scott’s favorites 
and bid him a “Fare Thee Well.” 
Free hot cocoa and tea.
AA/EEO/Title IX Institution. For accommodation contact DS@cwu.edu   
CAMPUS ACTIVITIES PRESENTS 
SCOTT DRUMMOND’S FAREWELL SHOW
SEAFARERS
featuring tyson motsenbocker
w i t h  s p e c i a l  g u e s t  s a r a h  g r a n t
By Lindsey Powers
powersli@cwu.edu | @lindseympowers_
Students roaming the CWU 
campus may have seen bright 
red sand lining cracks in cement 
and dying the snow drifts. Mol-
ly Gochman’s Red Sand Project 
made its debut at CWU earlier 
this year, and has since had stu-
dents all asking the same ques-
tion: what the heck is with all 
this sand?
The offi  cial description, as 
explained on Gochman’s web-
site, is that the “Red Sand Proj-
ect is an activist artwork created 
to raise awareness of  human traf-
fi cking—modern-day slavery.” 
The project involves red 
sand being passed out to stu-
dents, which is then spread 
around campus wherever the 
student sees fi t. Sand has been 
spread around the SURC, up 
and down the walkways leading 
to the library and Lind Hall, as 
well as in the cracks around Bar-
to and Sparks halls.
The sand is symbolic for the 
silent torture human traffi  cking 
infl icts on individuals, and how 
people may walk past them 
without even knowing. Molly 
Gochman explained in her Red 
Sand video that the project is 
a call to action and a means to 
bring attention to the issue. 
“With human traffi  cking for 
example, these vulnerabilities 
can just sit here like the sidewalk 
cracks and can go unnoticed 
and nothing can happen but you 
can pay attention and be mind-
ful of  that and make something 
happen,” Gochman said.
Assistant Professor of  Art 
History Ellen Avitts  explained 
how the movement aff ects peo-
ple by saying, “putting the sand 
out is a pretty powerful thing, 
it’s almost meditative. You really 
start to think about what you’re 
doing and why you’re doing it.”
Red Sand 
Project
Contact to join in: avittse@
cwu.edu 
More information: mollygo-
chman.com 
Project will continue in Spring
Top: More information can be found on Molly Gochman’s website. Top Left: Rune Torgersen sprinkles red sand into cracks outside of  the SURC. Bottom Rght: Red 
sand contrasts the white snow that blankets the campus and the city of  Ellensburg.
Jack Lambert/The Observer
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Ask
Dr. H
OBSERVER HEALTH
Dear Student, 
If  you’re a human who has 
sex with other humans, you’re 
at risk for an STI. That said, 
the sexual health world-- spe-
cifically in STI prevention-- 
does a major disservice to 
women who have sex with 
other women (WSW).
More often than not, ne-
glecting these sexual rela-
tionships in the discussion 
of  safe sex. Just as between 
partners of  the opposite sex, 
manual and oral stimula-
tion, as well as stimulation 
with a sex toy, all carry risks 
for potential STI infection. 
Gonorrhea, hepatitis 
B, syphilis and HIV are 
STIs that are less common 
among WSW. 
Not all WSW have had 
sex with men at some point 
in their life, so if  you or your 
partner has ever had sex with 
a man, particularly unpro-
tected sex, you could have 
an STI that hasn’t shown 
symptoms, but can still be 
transmissible. If  you’ve nev-
er been tested, do so. 
WSW are at risk, howev-
er, for bacterial vaginosis, 
chlamydia, genital herpes, 
HPV, public lice and tricho-
moniasis. Finger condoms 
and dental dams can reduce 
the risk of  infection, as well 
as using a condom with sex 
toys (and cleaning sex toys). 
Some of  these are curable 
and while others  are treat-
able, but not curable. Just as 
I would suggest for anyone, 
I recommend getting tested 
regularly – like when you 
have unprotected sex with 
someone whose history you 
don’t know – and to talk 
about your STI and testing 
history with your partners. 
As always, visit the 
CWU Student Medical 
and Counseling Clinic or 
Planned Parenthood in 
Ellensburg for more infor-
mation on risk, testing and 
preventative measures. 
Some practitioners edu-
cate through a heteronor-
mative lens (i.e. assume 
everyone is straight), so if  
you’re a WSW and they 
ask you how many men 
you’ve had sex with in the 
last year, speak up! Tell ‘em 
none because you have sex 
with women and you’ve had 
sex with X women in the 
last year. If  they ask you if  
you need condoms without 
knowing who you have sex 
with, or the kinds of  sex you 
have, speak up! Tell ‘em you 
need dental dams!
How can I tell someone the 
truth without hurting their feel-
ings?
Dear Student, 
Like the old adage goes, 
the truth hurts. And you 
know what, I think that’s ok. I 
think in today’s climate we’re 
overly cautious about making 
others feel “uncomfortable.” 
If  someone is doing some-
thing offensive or otherwise 
inappropriate and it’s neg-
atively affecting you, tell 
them so. 
There’s a vast difference 
between telling someone “the 
truth” maliciously, with the in-
tent to hurt their feelings (i.e. 
the unsolicited “those pants 
make you look fat”) and being 
honest, even when it might be 
unfavorable (i.e. friend: “Do 
these pants make me look 
fat?” You: “They aren’t the 
most flattering cut on you.”)
Without knowing what 
“truth” you’re afraid of  tell-
ing that might hurt some-
one’s feelings, I’ll give two 
general pointers. First, is this 
solicited? Did the person ask 
your opinion? If  they did, 
find a constructive way of  
dishing out the truth. 
Be honest – “I don’t want 
to hurt your feelings, but 
there’s something I need to 
tell you.” 
Secondly, consider your 
intention. Why do you want 
disclose this potentially hurt-
ful information? Would you 
want to know this infor-
mation if  you were in their 
shoes? If  so, open it that way. 
“This might hurt your feel-
ings, but if  the roles were re-
versed, I would want you to 
tell me.” 
In open and honest rela-
tionships, sometimes we hurt 
feelings or offend someone 
we care about, but there’s no 
sense in letting something eat 
away at you to spare some-
one else. Good luck!
Dr. Jill Hoxmeier is a public health professor 
at CWU. Send anonymous public health and 
sex-related questions to askdrh@cwuobserv-
er.com and have them answered here.
Dear Dr. H, 
Enter a world of adventure
I’m a girl who has sex with 
other girls. I never thought 
much about STIs, but am I 
at risk?
CWU Dungeons and Dragons Club lets students create and 
enter fantasy worlds full of heroes, villains and monsters
By Beau Kelderhouse
kelderhoui@cwu.edu | @CWUObserver
Dungeons and Dragons 
(D&D) club is an up-and-com-
ing group at CWU. Only having 
a few meetings within the last 
few months, the club has expe-
rienced a large turn-out. 
Meeting in Black Hall, at-
tendees are welcomed by several 
of  the club officers and are then 
given some necessities 
for playing D&D, a set 
of  dice and a playbook.
“It is collective sto-
ry-telling, one person...
will tell the story; essen-
tially the narrator and 
then you have the play-
ers who are the charac-
ters,” President Tony Dionisio 
said. “The book is constantly 
changing, based on what the 
characters do.” 
According to Dionisio, the 
Dungeon Master (DM)—the 
person who runs the whole cam-
paign—doesn’t have control 
over what happens in the game. 
Instead the DM puts the play-
ers in situations and allows their 
reactions to form the story.
The D&D club was formed 
because there were CWU stu-
dents who wanted to play, but 
the members had trouble form-
ing a group and finding a suit-
able location.
“When we were playing 
D&D, we were having a hard 
time getting together at a specif-
ic time and where to play, so we 
started the club,” Dionisio said.
At the beginning of  each 
meeting, Dionisio shares with 
members tips and tricks on 
how to play D&D and how to 
get used to their roles. Then 
the rest of  the meeting is used 
for getting together and playing 
through the campaign.
As a new member, the club 
is willing to help out in any-
way. “We will teach you how 
to play, and have fun with it,” 
Dionisio said. 
First-time  player, freshman 
Spanish and Japanese major 
and Treasurer, Bailey Abbott 
said that the game is a “stress 
reliever. Something we all do 
to come together, hang out 
and play.”
According to Abbott, in or-
der to make a club legitimate at 
CWU, there is a lot of  paper-
work involved. 
The officers must attend AS-
CWU meetings to be recog-
nized. Once the club is official 
it can use any of  CWU’s rooms 
for free.
As for fundraising for the club, 
D&D club isn’t looking for money. 
Club Secretary Kaitlin Dan-
iel, sophomore majoring in ap-
parel, textiles and manufactur-
ing said, “We aren’t asking for 
a club fee like other clubs do, 
but we do ask for some dona-
tions, like extra dice, character 
figures or playbooks that can 
be used.” 
The D&D club is an option 
for students to enjoy the game, 
but also meet new people and 
appreciate each other’s pres-
ence. It also welcomes new 
members who may not have 
played before. 
With a turn-out of  around 
25 people, Dionisio hopes 
for meetings to be busy for a 
while.
“Hopefully we maintain 
this amount of  membership, 
but if  it goes down a little bit, 
it’s ok,”  Dionisio said. “I need 
to print out more stuff now.” 
Dungeons and Dragons Club officers will provide new campaign members with a set of  dice to use and a helpful playbook.
Photo Illustration by Xander Fu/The Observer
Meeting 
Information
When: Wednesdays 5-7 
p.m.
Where: Black Hall 134
What to bring: Paper & 
Pencil, *optional* dice, 
character figures and 
playbooks
”“We will teach you how to play and have fun with it. 
-Tony Dionisio, Club President
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Vocal performers go over the top
By Tim Mitchell
Timothy.Mitchell@cwu.edu | 
@CWUObserver
Over-the-TOPera will take 
viewers through a night of  op-
eratic arias and absolute silliness 
at the McIntyre Music Building 
on Saturday, Feb. 4. 
Aria comes from the Italian 
word “air,” meaning an oper-
atic solo that moves the drama 
forward. According to Torrance 
Blaisdell, CWU voice instructor 
and director of  the production, 
an aria is “like a Shakespeare so-
liloquy” in the way characters are 
portrayed through storytelling.
Arias can also be performed 
out of  the context of  their operas, 
given that a piece is more univer-
sal in its thematic language. 
If  the lyrics are relatively gen-
eral, then the piece can be used 
wherever it may be needed. In 
Over-the-TOPera, “we take all 
these moments from many op-
eras and we make an evening of  
it,” Blaisdell said. 
“Opera was meant to repre-
sent people,” Katie Kibota, vo-
cal performance & music educa-
tion major, said. The portrayal 
of  people in opera historically 
involves extraneous costume de-
sign and makeup.
Victoria Nightingale is the 
event host, a fictional character 
whose bold and boisterous na-
ture was inspired by Australian 
comedian Dame Edna. Known 
to flaunt her lavish dresses and 
wigs, Nightingale has been the 
annual host of  the production 
for four years. 
According to Blaisdell, Night-
ingale has an extensive perfor-
mance record with the Whiskey 
Dick Opera Company, a fiction-
al group appropriately named af-
ter the Whiskey Dick triathalon 
race that has taken place in Van-
tage, along the Columbia River, 
in July. 
“The idea is that she’s just 
faded glory,” Blaisdell said. 
Kibota is one of  the students 
performing in Over-the-TOP-
era. “[Nightingale] credits her-
self  with knowing everything 
there is to know about opera. 
She really puts on a show,” Ki-
bota said. 
Nightingale’s elusiveness is 
the hallmark of  her identity. 
During the performance, Night-
ingale will explain the story of  
each upcoming aria to the au-
dience, adding her own flashes 
of  character to liven the mood. 
Nightingale is also known for 
her intense critique of  students 
following their opera perfor-
mances. Michael Ash, vocal 
performance major, was told by 
Nightingale once, that his voice 
“sounded like that of  a dying 
animal,” Ash said. 
However, Nightingale’s voice 
is “surprisingly low,” Kibota said. 
She and Ash suspect that Night-
ingale may be grappling with her 
own insecurities as a performer. 
Blaisdell summarized that 
Nightingale’s character is meant 
to show that opera doesn’t al-
ways have to be serious. “We’re 
comfortable in our own skin, 
and we value the art. So we can 
have fun,” Blaisdell said.
While the performance is 
expected to attract a lively au-
dience, music students who are 
specializing in performance also 
benefit from having these oppor-
tunities like Over-the-TOPera. 
Ash hopes to perform opera 
at a professional level. The dy-
namic between dramatic story-
telling and comedy is the high-
light of  the production. “We’re 
trying to make [it] over-the-top 
in the sense that it’s relatable” 
Ash said. 
Blaisdell assists students like 
Ash and Kibota in selecting piec-
es to perform, developing char-
acters and designing staging. 
“In a concert like this… ev-
eryone gets a chance to be the 
star. When the time comes that 
they are asked to do a full opera, 
they will have that experience,” 
Blaisdell said. 
Not all performers in Over-
the-TOPera plan to pursue a 
career in opera performance. 
“We try to give students oppor-
tunities to grow in their areas 
or major,” Kibota said. “Not 
everyone gets the chance to pro-
duce a solo.” 
Blaisdell said that many of  
his opera students are major-
ing in music education and 
that they work very hard to 
rehearse for this production 
while also performing in other 
ensembles, completing school 
work and taking classes in 
CWU’s education program. 
The funds raised from Over-
the-TOPera will support the 
Opera department in funding 
materials for stage props to be 
used in future performances. 
Michael Ash lies “dead” on the floor while his fellow singers stand over him and practice their set in one of  “Over-the-TOPera”’s group performances. 
Xander Fu/The Observer
Matthew Usher rehearses his sets and works to make sure he hits the right notes.
Xander Fu/The Observer
Performance 
Details
When: February 4, 7 p.m.
Where: McIntyre Music 
Building Concert Hall
Ticket Prices: $10 General 
Admission/ $5 Students with 
IDs, Seniors and Children
Practice makes perfect and the performers practice hard during their individual coachings to get ready for the dress rehearsals.
Xander Fu/The Observer
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CWU brings young team to the plate
By Simo Rul
ruls@cwu.edu | @SimoRul
The CWU baseball team is 
preparing to kick off  their 2017 
season. 
The Wildcats are coming off  
of  a 27-23 season where they 
fi nished one game away from 
winning the GNAC. According 
to the GNAC coaches poll they 
are predicted to fi nish third in 
the conference this season.  
Head coach Desi Storey 
stressed the importance of  play-
ing well at the start of  the sea-
son. . 
“I think obviously with the 
conference not having an auto-
matic berth yet for our cham-
pion, especially the California 
trips, we need to play well down 
there,” Storey said.
With the new season just 
weeks away, the team will rely 
on leadership from the upper-
classmen. 
Senior catcher and shortstop 
Kyle Stahl echoed that he is go-
ing to have to be a leader. 
“We got a lot of  young talent 
coming in,” Stahl said. “I feel 
like being a leader and helping 
all these new freshman coming 
in, like it’s going to be a big role 
for me.”
Junior pitcher Mackenzie 
Gaul is one of  the returning 
players. Gaul had a 2.13 ERA in 
15 appearances and 55 innings 
pitched. 
“Pitching is going to be cru-
cial to start the year,” Gaul said. 
“It’s good to get a hot start to 
start the season, who knows? 
We may not do that because we 
have a bunch of  freshman. We 
may peak later in the season, 
which might end up being a bet-
ter thing for us.”
The Wildcats came within 
a game of  winning the GNAC 
title last year; the goal for 2017 
is the same.
“We were obviously ex-
tremely close to getting into the 
playoff s last year, the expecta-
tion is still [to] strive for league 
championships,” Desi said. 
The Wildcats were also one 
of  the best hitting teams in the 
GNAC last season hitting .312.
Stahl batted .379. He has an 
impressive goal to reach.
 “Coach Desi already wants 
me hitting .500 and I’m like, 
‘That’s a pretty good goal to 
strive for,’” Stahl said.
The Wildcats open up the 
season with a four game series 
versus California State Uni-
versity East Bay in Hayward, 
California. The Pioneers fi n-
ished with an overall record of  
33-22 and 21-16 in the CCAA. 
In addition, the Wildcats fi rst 
10 games will be played on the 
road. 
The Wildcats home opener 
will be a four game series start-
ing on March. 4 versus Saint 
Martin’s University. The Saints 
fi nished last in the GNAC with a 
12-28 record, 15-35 overall.
C AR I N G & CON F I D E NT IAL
Pregnant? 
You have options.
Stop in for a free pregnancy test.
Call us: 
(509)925-2273
Visit us:
111 E 4th Ave • Ellensburg
Find us:
CareNetEllensburg.org
MacKenzie Gaul
Pitching record: 4-3
Earned Run Average: 2.13
Strikeouts: 42
WHIP: 1.44
Conor Plaisance
Games played: 32
Batting average: .263
Put outs: 50
Fielding percentage: 100
Kyle Stahl
Batting average: .379
Doubles: 8
Slugging percentage: .534
On-base percentage: .426
Jake Levin
Batting Average: .308
Doubles: 9
Home runs: 7
Pitching record: 4-5
Dylan Freyre
Batting average: .308
Doubles: 9
RBIs: 27
Runs scored: 23
CWU bal lplayers to watch for this season 
The cold weather has not stopped the baseball team from getting their full workouts in, holding practice in the Auxiliary Gym.
Xander Fu/The Observer
Courtesy of CWU Athletics
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‘Cats look to make more history 
By Rachel Greve
Rachel.Greve@cwu.edu | @Rachel_Greve
The CWU women’s softball 
team is getting ready to head to 
Las Vegas for the first tourna-
ment of  the year. 
In his second year as head 
coach, Mike Larabee seems to 
be the perfect fit for this pro-
gram. In his first year as head 
coach he led the team to the 
super regional tournament in 
Arcata, California. and became 
the first head coach in program 
history to earn GNAC Coach of  
the Year honors.
“Last year we didn’t know 
what to expect, and this year we 
kinda know how he works,” first 
basemen Kailyn Campbell said. 
Campbell was one of  many 
standout players breaking re-
cords on the field; including 
the most career RBIs in school 
history with 141 RBIs. She was 
also named to the first-team 
West-Region.                                              
Last season was the Wildcat’s 
best season breaking records 
and boundaries. CWU was the 
first GNAC team to make it all 
the way to the super regional 
tournament before losing a best-
of-three series with Humboldt 
State University. The team fin-
ished last year with a record of  
42-17 setting the record for most 
wins in a single season. Not only 
did the team go 18-10 in GNAC 
conference play. The Wildcats 
became the first team in confer-
ence history to lose its first game 
of  the GNAC tournament and 
come back to win. The Wildcats 
earned the second seed in the 
West Regional Tournament in 
Azusa, California.
The Wildcats lost a total of  
seven seniors last year including 
standout players such as third 
basemen Alexa Olague, pitcher 
Brielle Copodonna and outfield-
er Haley Fritz. The team gained 
11 new players this year.
Olague, who is now a grad-
uate assistant,thinks that these 
freshmen and transfers are just 
what the team needs. 
“It’s definitely going to be a 
competitive team if  not more 
competitive than last year,” 
Olague said.
Senior infielder Taylor Fer-
leman seems to be confident in 
this year’s team as well.
“I believe that we can make 
it all the way,” Ferleman said. 
The Women Wildcats are 
currently ranked 14 in the Na-
tional Fastpitch Coaches Associ-
ation (NFCA) Division II Top 25 
Preseason Coaches’ Poll.  “That 
ranking is based on what we did 
last year,” Larabee said. “This 
year is an entirely new year. 
It’s not how you start, it’s how 
you finish.”
The team is currently read-
ing a book together called “The 
Energy Bus” by Jon Gordon. 
Olague described the book as 
energizing and uplifting, mo-
tivating the girls to always stay 
positive and get on the bus to-
gether. The coaching staff hopes 
that by reading this book the 
team will play together and for 
one another.  
“Our biggest focus is to take 
it one game at a time, one pitch 
at a time, one inning at a time. 
We want to go 1-0 each day,” 
Olague said. 
The Wildcats will be leaving 
Thursday for the Desert Stinger 
Tournament put on by Mon-
tana State University Billings in 
Las Vegas, Nevada where they 
will play two games Friday, two 
games Saturday, and one on 
Sunday before returning home. 
Kiana Wood
ERA: 2.92
Pitching record: 21-8
Games started: 31
Appearances: 46
Innings pitched: 189.1
Complete games: 11
WHIP: 1.37
ERA: 2.77
Pitching record: 9-1
Games started: 12
Appearances: 22
Innings pitched: 70.2
Complete games: 4
WHIP: 1.35
Batting average: .446
Doubles: 17
Home runs: 9
RBIs: 47
Total bases: 139
On-base percentage: .474
Fielding percentage: .998
Batting average: .313
Triples: 3
Stolen bases: 15
RBIs: 22
Total bases: 77
On-base percentage: .343 
Fielding percentage: .992
Batting average: .407
Doubles: 3
Triples: 3
Stolen bases: 16 
At-bats: 204
On-base percentage: .442 
Fielding percentage: 100
Softbal lers to watch this season
Taylor Ferleman run towards teammates in celebration during the 2016 season. They had plenty to celebrate after winning 42 games.
Courtesy of CWU Athletics, Bottom  photos from The Observer
Kayla Smith Kailyn Campbell Taylor Ferleman Celine Fowler
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Pool repairs  bring joy to Water Polo 
Where to get your powder f ix 
By Andrew Kollar
Kollara@cwu.edu | @Drew_ski94
The Pacifi c Northwest is a 
gold mine for skiers and snow-
boarders. There are ten ski ar-
eas in Washington alone and 
Ellensburg is lucky enough to 
be within 90 minutes of  four of  
them. White Pass, Stevens Pass, 
Snoqualmie Pass and Mission 
Ridge are all less than 85 miles 
from the CWU campus.
White Pass
“White Pass for sure. I have 
been snowboarding there since 
I was a kid. The main lift (Great 
White Express) has a variety of  
blues and black diamonds to 
ride. Really everything about 
White Pass is cool, especially 
the drive on Highway 12 on a 
sunny day,” Brian Cook, com-
munications major, said.
White Pass is 85 miles from 
Ellensburg with a drive time 
close to 90 minutes. The base 
elevation is 4,500 feet with a 
summit of  6,500. White Pass 
is known for having long, sus-
tained groomers, clear views 
of  Mt. Rainier and an annual 
Winter Carnival.
Winter Carnival at White 
Pass will be held on March 4-5 
this year and will feature live 
music, fi re works, pond skim 
and their iconic snow castle.
Stevens Pass
According to psychology 
major Hayden Stults, Stevens 
Pass is the best place to go if  you 
like to board backcountry or 
throw tricks in the park; which is 
possible in one run via the Jupi-
ter Express chair lift.
“Stevens Pass is defi nitely 
my favorite in Washington. The 
snow is softer than most areas 
in Washington and their terrain 
park has over 40 features. It’s a 
fun place to go with friends be-
cause you can always take diff er-
ent runs and meet at the same 
chair,” Stults said.
Located 35 miles away from 
Leavenworth it is possible to 
visit some of  Washington’s local 
breweries along the way. Stevens 
Pass off ers 10  chairlifts with 
runs ranging from beginner to 
advanced, including a terrain 
park that currently has 43 fea-
tures to jib, slide or jump.
Snoqualmie Pass
The closest ski area to CWU 
is Snoqualmie Pass located just 
53 miles from campus. 
“The convenience is a major 
plus… [considering] my family 
lives in Seattle and I live in El-
lensburg. Also there is a type (of  
terrain) for everything, whether 
it be backcountry, park or even 
quick runs like Silver Fir.” Elliot 
Licata, student at CWU said.
 Snoqualmie Pass off ers a lit-
tle bit of  everything. They have 
four ski areas to choose from; 
Summit West is one of  the best 
places to learn how to ski with 
lifts that are designated for be-
ginners, as well as steeper terrain 
for skiers and boarders looking 
to advance their skills. Summit 
Central is a place geared toward 
those looking to grind on rails 
and huck jumps; Central Park 
currently has over 30 features. 
Summit East is home to three 
chair lifts and plenty of  cross 
country terrain. Alpental--sep-
arated from the rest-- is desig-
nated to those who are more 
advanced and enjoy steeper ter-
rain and backcountry.
Mission Ridge
One of  the smaller ski areas, 
but what it lacks in size, it makes 
up for in soft snow. It is the fur-
thest ski area east of  the resorts 
that are within 90 minutes of  
Ellensburg.
As a general rule, the snow 
gets lighter the further east into 
the Cascades.
Whether you’re looking to 
shred park, black diamonds or if  
you’re just learning, the Pacifi c 
Northwest is a great place to get 
out and play in the snow. 
By Natalie Hyland
Natalie.Hyland@cwu.edu | @Natalierene13
While the students and facul-
ty were away this winter break, 
the Aquatic Center’s pool re-
ceived some much needed re-
pairs. 
The last time the pool was 
repaired was over seven years 
ago, according to Pool Manager 
and Aquatics Instructor Debo-
rah Nethery.
Where most pools are tile 
and concrete, the aquatic facil-
ity pool features a quarter-inch 
thick, vinyl liner. The problems 
with this type of  pool have be-
come apparent over the years 
based on the corrosion of  the 
lining by the water.  The pool is 
used by many diff erent groups 
including classes, clubs and 
community members. At the 
time the repairs began, the liner 
was leaking and there were large 
holes in it.
The repairs began during 
fi nals week of  fall quarter and 
were completed by the time stu-
dents began to return. The pro-
cess began by draining the pool 
and removing the failed liner.
The new liner arrived in 
5-foot-wide sheets that were 
then welded together and insert-
ed into the pool over the origi-
nal concrete. After the liner was 
properly inserted, the customary 
black lane lines were painted 
and sealed. Once dry, the pool 
was refi lled with 440,000 gallons 
of  water. 
One of  the groups who 
hope to reap a number of  ben-
efi ts from  the replaced lining is 
CWU’s water polo club team. 
S i n c e 
the lining 
has been re-
placed, the 
team prac-
tices in the 
pool every 
T u e s d a y 
and Thurs-
day from 
9 p.m. to 
10:30 p.m. Leading the practic-
es is sophomore and Club Presi-
dent, Molly Ridge. 
“It’s defi nitely nicer to be in 
the pool now,” Ridge said. “We 
have a more professional look-
ing pool.”
T h a t 
professional 
look is part 
of  what 
Ridge and 
her team-
mate, Water 
Polo Club 
Treasurer, 
C a m d e n 
Rimby hope 
will attract more teams to home 
tournaments. 
The team currently travels 
around Washington and Idaho 
competing in Masters League; 
tournaments facing both colle-
giate and non-collegiate teams. 
The club chooses to compete 
in these tournaments because 
there is less commitment than 
other tournaments and they fo-
cus more on having fun instead 
of  winning.  
The club attempted to host a 
tournament during fall quarter, 
but due to a faulty timing system 
that is needed to track points 
and keep time, they could not. 
The timing system has also since 
been upgraded.  
The main focus for the team 
right now is practicing and hon-
ing their skills. The only set posi-
tion on the team is the goalkeep-
er, everyone else who practices is 
taught to play every position. At 
the moment the team practic-
es with eight players, including 
freshman Nils Johnson, who has 
wanted to play Water Polo since 
high school.
Practices include passing and 
shooting drills, playmaking and 
formation practice and scrim-
mages according to Johnson. 
The Water Polo Club will be 
hosting a spring tournament at 
home with exact dates to be de-
termined. 
”
“It’s defi nitely nicer to be in the pool now. We have a more profes-
sional looking pool.
-Molly Ridge, Water Polo Club President
The pool got a makeover over break in order to accommodate CWU classes, clubs and also community members. One club that has been liking the upgrade is Water Polo.
Xander Fu/The Observer
There is plenty of  snow that is in need of  being shredded in within distance from CWU.
Andrew Kollar/The Observer
